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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 
READER. 


HE enſuing diſcourſe is publiſhed 1 
neſt requeſt of many who heard it: Whether | 

thou art praiſed or condemned by its contents, 
thou can'ſt not, with reaſon, be offended at an 
| attempt, however feeble, to revive a branch | 
| ef religion, a neglect of which is a principal 
cauſe of the atheiſm, infidelity, and licenti- 
ouſneſs 2 kind, which threatens a 


peace. Peruſe it with faithfulneſs to thyKtf; Z 


candour to the Author, prayer for ſucceſs, 
and a concern for the glory of God, and the 
_ welfare of man. 
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Gun. xvii. N 135 


Ber 1. that he will command bis 
they ſhall keep the ay of the LORD, to 
d juſtice and judgment ; that the LORD 
. 
bath ſpoken of bin. 

HE ideas contained in this remark- 
able paſſage are too copious to be 
minutely examined within the limits 
aw I ſhall therefore attempt only a 
brief explication, with ſome hints which, 
under a divine may in ſme meaſure 
anſwer the deſign of our preſent aſſembly. 
| A White 
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While Abraham was muſing at the door 
of his tent, on a ſudden he lift up his eyes, 
n 


e to de, invited them in, and 
nobly entertained them. Theſe ftrangers ſoon 
appear to be angels, who on this occaſion 
aſſumed human ſhape, and that one of them 
was a. Divine perſon, even the Meſſiah, the 
Son of God, is manifeſt from the charafter 
under which he is dreſſed, ver. 25. namely: 
the Fudge of ail the earth ; and this agrees with 
the introduction of che account, ver. 1. ſay- 
ing, 4rd the LORD, or Jehovah, appeared 
anto bim. 
| Abraham was now near an hlindred years 
old, and this viſit ſeems chiefly to confirm a = 
promiſe which had been formerly made him of | 
a ſon, by Sarah his wiſe, who was likewiſle | 
e os 1 
the patriarch was in deep medithtion on this . 
be that as it may, the Load, * 
note that he alone is the ſpokeſman through · 
out the whole ſcene, with whom Abraham 
afterwardsWntercedes, 1 fay the Lonp affures 
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him, on the teſtimony of his own, omnipo= 
tence, that at the appointed ſeaſon he ſhould 
have a ſon, ver. 14. but, at the ſame time, 
that mercy was diſpenſed to this choſen fer- 
vant of God, a fearful judgment was about 
to be executed on the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, whoſe grievous fin cried out for 
vengeance ce; to this purpoſe we read verſe 
16. that the men looked toward Sodom. And 
Abraham, moſt reſpectfully went with chem to 
for it appears chap. xix. 1. that the two crea- 
ted angels only went to Sodom, the Loan, 
aftcnithing cockion concerning his friend : 
Shall I hid from Abraham the thing which 1 
do? O what manner of condeſcenſion and 
Lindneſs is here! whence is ic that the in- 
man in his boſom ? bibs 
„ was not 
Abraham with his Fathers originally an ido- 
Aater on the other fide of the flood? True, 
he now feared the Lon p, yet he had nothing 
to boaſt of z whatever of virtue he might 
now poſſeſs, it was by the grace of God he was 
what he was, nor have they who would plume 

A 2 * hem 


| end they foall keep the way of the LORD, to ds 
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tbemſelves in their own merit of the divine 
favorr, my advantage from this memorable 
inſtance of God's friendfhip to Abraham : 
The reaſon, if it may be ſtiled a reaſon, is 
taken from the decree of the Almighty, who 
had determined to bleſs him and make him 


become a great and mighty natiov, and all the 
ndtions of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in hm. Thus 
this fingular indulgence of Abraham is placed 
entirely to the account of ſovereign kindneſs 
and love, and in like manner, every veſſel of 
mercy in his meaſure receives grace for grace, 
to the glory of his Divine BenefaQr. Then 
comes the text; For I know bim, that be will 
command bis children and his banſebold after bim, 


Juſtice and judgment; that the. LORD may bring 
upon Abrabam that which be bath ſpoken of bin. 


In general they contain an addreſs of the 
Lon to his illuſtrious attendants concerning 
Abraham, with whom he had eſtabliſhed his 
covenant : even Abraham our father, for his 


children we are, if we are Chriſt's : Now the faireſt 


proof of this ſpiritual and intereſting relation to 
the father of the faithful, is to walk in the ſame 

ſteps he did, not only in point of dependance 
on the rightegpſneſs of the Mefah, for Abra- 
ham 
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works, but alſo in that practice of piety which 
before us, the imitation of which is needful to 
a recovery from that diſſipation, both in civil 
and religious life, juſtly lamented by them 
who fear God of every name: The ſubject is 
therefore important and ſuitable to the occa - 
fio, and I hope you will bear with my freedom 
in an unreſerved application of irs contents for 
NI IND.. 5 
The particulars which demand our atten- 
bon wer The knowledge which the Loa 
here aſſumes 3 his gracious teſtimony con- 
cerning his ſervant; the ſucceſs: he inſures 
him ; and then the end of ad 
mercy upon him. 
Firſt, The knowledge claimed by Jehovah 
3 th6 cm, ates immediately terminates on 
Abraham himſelf. I know him: Not barely 
his perſonal outward appearance, which is 
ſuperficial and trifling in compariſon with the 
ſubje& in hand, and unworthy the dignity of 
the ſpeaker ; in this ſenſe his family knew 
him, and likewiſe the angels ; it muſt be taken 
in a ſenſe peculiar to the Lon, and becoming 
his adorable  perfections 3 nothing leſs than 
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1 bow him 5 I, e. altogether ! bis inward 
ſtate, or the frame of his mind; all the thoughts 
and idtents of his heart, even every purpoſt 
and reſolution formed in him; yea, and what 
is ſtill more, it is a krnowledgs of futurity, 
pect to what Abraham jnftantly *propoſed, of 
was now determined upon, but what he would 
certainly do hereafter :. Such ; knowledge is 
wonderful z - too high for any mere creature 4 
it belongs to the Word that was made fleſh, 
w is God; even.Jehovah-the Son of - the 
Father, in whoſe ſight every creature is 
4 mavifeſt, and unto whole eyes all things 
. are naked and open“ We paſs, 
Secundiy, To the teltimony of the omaiſ- 
_ cient Meffiah concerning his ſervant z which 
i contained in theſe terms 3 that be will m- 
mand bis children and bis houſehold after him ; 
and with this ſtands connected what he would 
command them to do, namely-z 16 keep the way 
of the LORD, to do juſtice and judgment ; for 
though ſtrzetiy ſpeaking, this is another branch | 
-of the text, - and formally belongs to the pro- 
miſe, as may hereafter be ſeen, yet it is proper 
to conſider the object of Abraham's concern 
in his family under this hend. Here then we 
a N 


mon 


js declared, that he would maintain his autho- 


|  10- keop up the dignity of « parent or maſter 


| inte relation to the management of his ſoc- 
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mony views him, the diviſion of his charge, 
his free {will and choice of the matter, and 
the extent of his view in this. h Ln 
ſuit, 


. He is confidered in his public chars s 
as a Father and a Maſter; and in general it 


rity, and act becoming a ſuperior in his family, . 
My friends, it is of great importance to:ſocie 
ety, and the ernament of our holy profeſſion, 


and he who' through indolence, foatineſs, or 
| even want bf capacity, or fortitude of mind, 
rules not well in his. own houſe, is defeftive 

in che charafter of a men and a fla. : 
This teſtimony to Abraham has no im- 


lar affairs amidſt the abundance of 'which he 
was poſſeſſed ; we have reaſon to conclude 
that his ceconomy in this reſpect was ſubſer- 
vent to the piety for which he is commended; 
nor does it concern his perſonal religion pro» 
perly ſpeaking, or bis- future behaviour refe 
 pefting himſelf, far inflance, that he would 
take heed to his own ſaul, be much in ſelf 
examination, ſecret prayer, and continoe in 
de fich. walking before God wich a perfelt 
best, all which the Loap knew, and with- 


- 
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ant this he muſt have failed in his patriarchal” | 

capacity, but, as hinted already, it is a tefti- 
mon to his conduct, as the head and gover- 


| nor of his family, which, = 1} 


: "2. Is divided into two diſtinct orders ot 
daſſes, namely, children and houſehold. As 
to the former, for a long time, notwithſtand- 
and now he had only the ſon of the bond-wo- 
man, but Iſaac, we have ſeen, was ſoon to be 
born, and after Sarah's deceaſe he had ſeveral 
children by Keturah, fo that in his latter days 
this branch of his houſe was encreaſed, though | 
the promiſe in the text, may rather be applied 
to his remote ſeed : however his houſehold was | 
numerous, we find that on a memorable occa- | 
fron, chap. xiv. 14. he armed between three 
and four hundred trained fervants of his own | 
Here it is proper to recolle the ſtate of 


? 9 
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the deluge ; no church-ftate had been raiſed; ſo- 
the firit· born or head, who officiated as teacher 


coming method in his power ſee to it, that 
each under his care keep tbe way of the LORD; 
and mode; that they ſhould worſhip the Lon p 
their God, and him only, and that in the manner 
tial to the former; ſor ſo far as human inven- 
ture obeyed, at leaſt ſuperſtition hath a tinc- 
5 ture 
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ture of idolatry. The ſenſe of this phraſe may 
be aſcertained from 2 Kings xxi. 22, It is 
ſaid of Amon, that he forſook tbe LORD God 
of bis father, and walked not in the way of the 
LORD, i. e. ſerved idols and worſhipped them, 
ver. 21. Not fo Abraham; he would charge 
his children and houſchold, ſtriftly to adhere to 
the true worſhip of Gon, frejefting not only 
idols themſelves, but alſd to abſtain from every 
vain- cuſtom: of the heathen, or mingling any 
of their abſurd rites and vain ſuperſtitions with 
the ſervice of Jehovah ; and there is continuaP 
need to beware of will-worſhip. Nor is this 
all; Abraham is no. leſs concerned for the 
practice of righteouſneſs :- 10 do juftice and 
judgment; this comprehends every branch of 
morality, including the fruits of mercy andlove, 
for there is juſtice in charity z it is well known 
that the Hebrews mention the-geod works of 
benificence oralms under a term * which figni- 
fies juſtice or righteouſneſs, they are a kind of 
love-debt, due to-God and to our neighbour. 
Thus Pſalm cxii. 9. He hath diſperſed, be hath 
given to the poor bis righteouſneſs, i. e. his 
| mercy and kindneſs endureth for ever. Li- 
berality to the poor is one fruit of righteouſ- 
neſs, without which no man's character is 
perfect: No doubt Abraham, who appears 
himſelf 


ow 
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himſelf of a princely diſpoſition, promoted a 
bers of his houſe, and alſo that they were 
of the houſehold of faith. Thanks be to 
God we alſo have one good ſymptom with 
us! A bountiful ſpirit in a manner univer- 
fally prevails, and that to a degree beyond 
moſt former times, but if any man, notwith- 
ſtanding, is niggardly and ftraight handed, he 
does well to confider the demands that are 
upon him, and that it will hereafter be found, 
that to be ancharitable is to be . Thus 
true religion is for ſubſtance invariable, as 
now, ſo from the beginning, faith without 
« works is dead: Abrabam well knew that 
however regular and exact the form of wor · 
mp in his family might be, according to di- 
vine inſtitution, it were no other than hypo- 
criſy, and altogether unprofitable, without a 
conſcientious regard to univerſal righteouſneſs. 
But to go on: 

1 We are to note the free will and choice 
of the venerable patriarch in this becoming 
zeal for religion in his houſe. It was what he 
did freely, and alſo determined to do. I know, 
fays the Lon, that he will command bis chil- 
B 3 aren, 
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dren, &c. Thus Joſhys to the Iſraelites, chap. 


xxiv. 15. Chooſe you whom you will ſerve 3 bug 
| as for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the LORD. 
In like manner Abraham's heart was in this 
way of the Loa p; jt was his choice and de- 


light, a ſervice for which he had a motive in 
himſelf; the love of his God conſtrained him, 


and nothing compelled him beſides ; be had a 


fingle eye to the glory of the Lonp, and the 
peace and happineſs of his family, in the com- 
munion and fruition of him in time and eter- 


" * 
8 : 7 


nity ; hence he was willing · hearted and free in 


all that he did for promoting bath the form 
and power of godlineſs; yea, and further, the 


expreſſion ſeems to imply a fixed and ſtrong 
reſolution : 1 


many of whom, it is probable, were ſtrangers 
to vital religion, and naturally averſe to fo 


impediments, the man who will command his 


| houſehold to keep the way of the Lozp ſhall 
meet with conſiderable oppoſition ; but Abra 
ham was not to be moved, he had formed a 
reſolution, and the Lon n knew he would keep 
it, and perſevere in directing his family unto a 
ſtrict 


greeable temper gf his children and ſervant, 


pious a diſcipline ; from theſe and fuch-like 


> " 


ri regard for his ſervice and honour. And 
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it is further remgrkable, that the patrjarch's 


view wes not confined to his own life, but ex- 


ended to future generations; he does not ſay, 
with Hezckiah, Good is the word of the 
« Lox, for there ſhall be peace in my days.” 


Noz he is concerned for his houſchold offer 


him, even to perpetuate the name of the Lonn 
among them to the lateſt poſterity, for here is 


al deſire of the faithful. 
Thirdly, It is no ſmall part of the conſo- | 


lation and encouragement in the text, that the 


Lonp does not only ſay that Abraham will 


command his children and his houſehold, but 


he alſo declares, that zbey ſoall keep the way - | 


of the Lonp to do juſtice and judgement z = 
it is an abſolute aſſurance of ſacceſs. O von- 
derful and gracious this word of the Lond 
to animate his ſervant through every difficulty 
In the certain proſpect of Abraham's reſolu- 
tion and zeal for religion, behold God meets 


him with a bleſſing; q. d. Abrabam's pray- 


« ers, inſtructions, and precepts, ſha]l not bg 
e abortive; I will put my fear in the heart 


« of his children and ſervants, and they ſhall 


« keep my. ſtatutes and judgments, and be 
* GP WO: GOLD eminent for 


*< piety 


* agrees with the unver- 


3s THE IMPOR TANCE OF 
* piety and holineſs *” How muſt the patri- 
arch exult at theſe tidings of joy, and his pur- 
| pole of heart, for the name of the Lonp, be 
Mill more eſtabliſhed ! But, 1 
Finally, The crowning article is the end of | 
the Lonp in ſucceeding the endeavours of his 
ſervant, namely, that he might accompliſh 
His own purpoſe of grace, revealed and en- 
gaged for in the promiſe of his covenant : bat 
LRD may bring upon Abraham that which 
de bath ſpoken of him. The Lond had fpoken 
great things of Abraham ; he had faid, 7 will 
bleſs thee, and make thy name great, and thou han 
be a bleſſing. Gen. xii. 3. Tea, He had 
< made an everlaſting covenant with him to 
*© be a God unto him, and unto his feed after 
* him.” chap. xvii. 7. New for his name- 
fake, and as a means ſubſervient to bring upon 
Abraham theſe bleſſings of his grace in a 
way of righteouſneſs, he determines to pour 
truly ſanftified and devoted to his fear, he 
might walk in them and commune with them 
according to the tenor of his covenant: It 
| would not have been decent, or poſſible in 
nature, for the all- perfect and ſpotleſs Jehovah 
to have dwelt with idolaters, or thoſe who 
are given to wickedneſs z he therefore reſolves 

| . to 
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ts ſanctify them with whom he is determinet 
to take up his abode. Theſe, beloved, are 
the methods of the Almighty in diſpenſing his 
covenant mercy to the children of men: He 
mall be efſefual to accompliſh the purpoſe of 
his love, and glorify his truth, in a mannes ' 
becoming himſelf : O the depth of the riches 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! How 
anſearchable are bis judgments and bis ways paſt 
finding out | 
In this wonderful inſtance of divine con- 
deſcenſien and love, we have a ſtriking ſpe- 
cimen of the adorableꝰ forcknowledge of God. 
It comprehends not only the future actions of 
| ever ſeemingly contingent and caſual to us, and 
foreſaw and foretold the perverſeneſs of Iſrael, 
| whomhe had choſen, Ha. xlviii. 3, 4. 7 have 
declared the former things, becauſe that I knew 
l that thou art obflinate, and thy neck is as an iron 
® Infallible preſcience of future events which come 
tq paſs through free agents, is wonderful indeed, and can 
be only with him whoſe underſtanding is infinite It is 
no doubt a perfection of Deity ; here is therefore one. 
proof of his proper divinity, whom Abraham? addreſſes 
as judge of the earth, which the 'ſcriptures ſhew to be 
the Sen of the Father, our Lord Jeſus Chrilt. 
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new, and thy brow as braſt. He had u pets 
and their manifold tranſgreſſions in con- 
operations of - his grate in Abraham, and in 
declares their obedience of faith, and picty 
| before bim in future generations; nor could. 
| he fail of this preſcience, ſeeing both them ant 
their- religion were the objects of lia purpoſe. | 
and decree from everlaſting, © who warkeath | 
all things after the counſel of his will.” 
Thus the divine foreknowledge is infinite 
it extends to every object in heaven and earthy 
and comprehends all things ackual or polſible, 
paſt, preſent and future: nothing is hid 
from his all-ſceing eye. Ir alſo appears from 


and conduct 1 bow- 
ever minute and infallible, and comprehenſive. 


of thought, word, and deed, conſiſts with the 
natural freedom of their will. The certain 
knowledge of what Abrabam and his fami- 
ly after him would do, could not be pro- 
nounced on the credit of a mutable impotent 


creature, 
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creature, it muſt needs depend on the un- 
changeable purpoſe and efficacious influence 


of God, yet we ſee that Abrabam did all that 
he did, moſt freely; it was his choice, or vo- 
luntary reſolution thus to command his 
children and his houſehold after him ; ſo then 
the ave was on the Core 
and operation, for the patriarch's piety, inter- | 
fered not with the liberty which belongs to 
an intelligent agent. Unbeliever's may cavil, 
and endeavour to ſet the predeſtination of the 
Almighty at variance with the proper free 
agency of man, bur, however it paſſeth un- ; 


libly direct and determine the actions of his 
creature, both internal and external, without 
infringing the liberty which belongs to the 
nature he has beſtowed and ſuſtains, and it 
| is no leſs a daring contradiction to the teſ- 
timony of God, to ſay that his dealings with 

bis are coerſive to the prejudice of 
weir will, fince it is expreſly declared chat 
« they are made willing in the day of his 
 _ Pſalm cx. 3. And again, Phil. 
li. 13. That . he worketh in them both to | 
C il 
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« till and to do of his good pleaſure.” If 
the effect of God's power excited in the 
hearts of his choſen, is their willingneſs, as theſe 
efficacious operation, though its mode exceeds 
our narrow comprehenſion, can with no colour 
of reaſon be ſuppoſed. in the leaſt degree in- 


jurious to the will of the ſubject; and ic 


better becomes man to confeſs his own inca- 


pacity for comprehending the ways of the 
. Loan, 9 


dis word. 

It is further evident that the eye of the 
Lon is on the conduct of his people in their 
family, to notice their concern for his fear 
David reſolves to walk within bis bouſe with 
« perſelt heart, Palm ci. 2. We alſo ſee that 


the moſt faithful and earneſt attempts of 


vah for ſucceſs: God's ſhall is joined to 
Abraham's will, otherwiſe he had failed in his 
endeavour. Were it not for the decree and 
operation of the Almighty in favour of his 
cauſe, the old ſerpent would be too cunning, 
and the folly of youth too impetuous for 
the moſt prudent and arduous meaſures of the 
godly.—But then we further perceive that 


| 
| 
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in whatever houſe the Lonp hath a gracious 
deſign to take up his abode, and to beſtow 
the bleflings of his love, he will excite and 


which are pleaſing in his fight. Abraham 


was inſpired and ſucceeded by the Lonp of 
hoſts that he might bring upon him what he 
had ſpoken concerning him. Thus the Loxp 
builds up the work of his mercy ; it is there- 
fore a melancholy, but ſure ſymptom of his 
being about to withdraw from a family, as 
in the like caſe from a church or nation, 
to diſſipation, luke · warmneſs and indolence, 
to a neglect of good order and diſcipline, 
which is needful to a pious and moral deport- 
ment. I might alſo ſubjoin, that it is highly 
becoming and well-pleaſing to the Loan, 
when his people are zealous for his name in 
their houſe : But, I haſten to the main thing 
propoſed for our improvement on the ſuhject; 
namely, to enforce the imitation of this ancient 
and honourable example of genuine piety, 
that our children and houſchold may walk ia 

like manner, and be bleſſed. a 
And here, my young Audience, let not any 
one, on account of his minority or preſent ſinn le 
SS - tate 
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ſtate ſay, I have no concern in the ſubject, and 
be tempted to hear with indifference : Is there 
any among you who may not expect, ſooner or 
later to come under the character of a maſter or 
parent? However in your preſent ſituation, as 
a member of the family to which you belong, 
It is incumbent upon you to attend the in- 
ſtruction of the inſtance before us; never- 
theleſs, no doubt, my immediate buſineſs is 
with you, my Friends, of leading rank in do- 
mind you that the religion of your houſehold, 
tion; nor is there any concern you have for 
them ſo important as this, to ſee that they keep 
the way of the Lozp, that they may obtain 
the bleſſings of the prſent life, and alſo of that 
which is to come. Is there a child; a child 
did I ſay; the dear fruit of thy body; yea, 
is there a menial ſervant under thy roof, in 
whoſe ſalvation thou wouldſt not rejoice ? 
Be active then in this eſſential and intereſting 
branch of thy duty! The eyes of the public 
are upon you; not only the welfare of indi- 
viduals, whoſe fouls are immortal and precious, 
but al'o the glory of the nation, and likewiſe 
the proſperity of Zion, depends under God, 
on your fidelity and care, for by this _ 
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the Lonb has in every age fince the world 
with a people ; allow me then to be free 
in exciting your attention to the obligations, 
means and motives which belong to this pious 
zeal for religion in them who are under your 
care. 

Your obligations, dear Sirs, are obvious on 
the principles of reaſon and revelation, in par- 
ticular, 

1. There is the ſame need of care and di- 
rection of the riſing generation now as hereto- 
in the fleſh, like ourſelves and the reſt of 
mankind, are conceived in fin and ſhapen in 
iniquity; the vanity of childhood and youth 
is univerſal, ſo that in all generations and 
places they are prone to evil ; like ſheep they 
naturally go aſtray, each one liable to wander 
in the paths of ignorance and vice, to the neg- 
lect of thoſe inſtitutions, and that moral con- 
duct, under which alone communion with 
God and his bleſſing are to be expected. 
28. This inſpection and care, as hinted 
already, naturally devalves on parents or 
maſters: No other can have the autho- 
quired, but thoſe only 2 
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houſes to which they ſeverally belong. It is 
true, we have ſeen that under the preſent diſ- 
penſation, the ſtate of ſocial religion is.differ- 
ent from what it was in Abraham's time; it 
then terminated in a family-way, whereas now, 
a viſible church is eſtabliſhed, filled up with 


for promoting the kingdom of God in the | 


world, to which all other means and inſtru- 
ments of religion, are in ſome reſpects ſubor- 


dinate; but the inſpection of a public miniſter, | 


however minutely or diligently exerciſed, is | 
do general to anſwer this purpoſe, in carly 
and private life ; many things neceſſary, muſt 
eſcape the notice of any but thoſe who are 
ſtatedly with them, there is therefore danger 
| of a general, if not a univerſal deluge of im- 
piety and vice, when the heads of families are 
negligent ; and when the manners of a people 
are notoriouſly corrupt, there is but too 
much reaſon to apprehend that this is the 
cale; however, Beloved, the miniſters of 
Chriſt, wait your intervention in a domeſtic 
capacity, r N 
of ſucceſs in their purſuit of a fl ins 

ſtate of piety among you. Bur, 
3. True religion is ivariable : It is the 
ſame for ſubſtance in its power and practice 
to 
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to the end of the world. Indeed, its external 
form and other circumſtances differ according 
to the diſpenſation we are under; when there 
was no church ſtate, and when ignorance and 
idolatry in a manner univerſally prevailed, 
the ſame means and end of promoting the 
ear of the Lonp at home, which now ſubſiſts, | 
train up his children and ſervants with a view 
to join others in a congregation for divine ſer - 
vice, which is a main thing with us; never- 
nnn and 


arndt conclude from an infltred church 
for the name of the Lox p, that family-wor 
ſhip is ſuperſtitious, or needleſs, let him, 
4. Conſider, that one principal end of wait - 
ing on God in bis houſe, is that we may walk 
before him in our ows. Public devotion in the 
ſanctuary, is with a view to that which is pri- 
vate in the family and the cloſet; to ſeparate 
theſe is to prejudice both, and the work of ſa- 
tan, who always gets an advantage by a partial 
ſcheme of religion : Domeſtic piety is prepa- 
ratory to the ſervice of the temple, nn 

9 


| the thing, and by the teſtimony of God, it 
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fits the ſubjeR for the former; thus they mu- 
tually ſubſerve to each other in a life of faith 
to exclude or excuſe from maintaining wor- 
ſhip in the dwellings of Jacob is manifeſt, in 
that when the houſe of the Lonp was ſetup, | 
and other ſolemnities of a religious nature, were 
performed in the families of the Jews, who 
were alſo directed to teach their children at 
home; yea, Moſes faith, Deut. xxxii. 46. 
Ye ſhall command your children to obſerve and do | 
all the words of this lam. To this might be 

added many like injunctions in the old and 
New Teſtaments. So then in the nature of 


ſupercede the care and diligence of ſuperiors 
to direct their houſehold in the way of the 
Lord; and truly it lies firſt with them to 
virtue. Moreover, | 

S. Parents and maſters are till inveſted with 


the ſame authority ; not indeed to lord it over | 


the conſcience of any :—Far be it! Ifa child 
or a ſervant is convinced from the oracles of 
God, of a doctrine, or any mode of worſhip 
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different from the opinion or practice of his 
ſuperior, and the family in which he refides, 
the authority of man, no doubt, muſt give 
place to woot bode. but this is 


—— their houſe, accorting to 
the ſcripture of truth; however it does not 
interfere with following the example of Abra- 
ham; there can be no juſt objeftion to a 
man's cothmanding his children, and his houſe- 
hold to keep the way of the LORD, to do juſtice 
plead for, catties in it nothing arbitrary, domi- 
neering or injurious to the rights of conſcience; 
being expreſly limited to the revealed will of 
God, and to that which in itſelf is morally 
refed in the way of righteouſneſs, muſt 
have little regard in his heart to the law and 
worſhip of God ; and favours of a licentious 
and atheiſtical ſpirit. It may be uſeful alſo 
under this head, to obſerve that the power 
and obligation of a parent to ſee that his 
children cleave to the Lord, and to rebuke 
them for, fin is not confined to their mi- 
nority; witneſs the awful inſtance of Eli for 
not reſtraining his ſons, who were far from 


bring young, 1 Sam. iii. 13. Once again, 


D ww . MM 
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6. This parental concern about family re- 
ligion is particularly enjoined under the goſpel 
diſpenſation. It is not a ritual or cuſtom of 
Moſes, aboliſhed by Chriſt ; there are evangeli- | 
cal precepts which relate to this duty, parti- 
_ cularly Epheſ. vi. 4. where, . 
chers concerning their children, they are ex- 
| horted to bring them up is the nurture and ad- 
| monition of the LORD. For this piety at 
home the parents of Timothy are highly 
commended ; and it is remarkable that the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Tim. iii. 4. makes it one cri- 
terion of being eligible to an office in the 
church, that a man raleth well in bis own houſe, 
having bis children in ſubjefion with all gravity. 
But can he be faid to do this, who leaves his 
children and ſervants in ignorance and diſor- 
der, in what relates to the worſhip of God, and 
their moral converſation in the world e 


Theſe are the obligations on thoſe who 
copy the example of Abraham ; there is the 
ſame propenſity in youth to wander into the 
paths of error and vice, their direction belongs 
to thoſe who are over them in the houſe ; the 
. ſubſtantial uniformity of religion in every age, 
the 


* The ſermon the Reader will find 
5 , 
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the connection there is between church and 
rents continue to be inveſted, and the injunc- 
tions of our Lord and his inſpired apoſtles to 
exert it. 
Permit me now, my dear Friends, to touch 
22 1 
FE the Al- 
mighty; but many things are ſubſervient, 
among which are the following, 
| 1. It requires a ſtated orderly worſhip at 
home, ſuch as reading the ſcripture and pray- 


er. We ſtill keep in view the different ſtate 


nn the patriarch's day, and remember that our 
houſe is to be trained for the ſanctuary. Where 
_ domeſtic worſhip is neglected, perſons mult 

be very ſuperficial or inconſtant in the public 
ſervice of the church; and indeed, what other 
is it than hypocriſy for a man to come up with 


his family into the houſe of God, which is a vi- 


tual profeſſion of his fear, and at the fame 

time habitually omit to call upon him in his 

own ? 

Reading the feripters is a necelliry means 

of promoting the fear of God in our houſe- 

hold, for how can we charge them to keep the 
MT 4. oo - 
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way of the Loxp, without acquainting them 
with thoſe ſacred records in which alone it ig 
revealed? And with reſpect to family- prayer 
it is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and fo clearly an 
be aſtoniſhed to find any man, and eſpecially 
under the light of the goſpel, who has the leaſt 
regard to the divine honour or favour, 
Ps. Loo em It is well known 
vainly ſuperſtitious in their worſhip, * 
againſt thoſe who pray not in their own habi- 
tations. But to proceed, 

. We are not to reſt in bare reading the 
_ ſcripture, however ſerious and frequent; it is 
alſo required that, according to our ability, we 
ſhew them the meaning of what they declare. 
Thus the Jews were directed, Deut. vi. 7. And 
thou Halt teach them, i. e. my ſtatutes, diligent- | 
hy unto thy children, and ſbalt talk of them when 
ibou fitteſt in thy beuſe. There was then or- 
fere with the heads of a family, though in 
other reſpects of a private capacity in Iſrael, 
endeavouring to ſhew their children and houſe- 
hold the meaning of what they read to them, 
or cauſed them to read; neither doth the 
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public expoſition of ſcripture by miniſterial 
authority under the goſpel, preclude this ſer- 
vice in private among chriſtian parents and 
maſters, but is rather adapted to enable them 
to apply this means of edification z and this 
falls in with the method of catechizing or 
teaching our children by queſtion and anſwer, 
as they are able to bear it: A practice however 
decried by ſome, and neglected by more, to 
the prejudice of our riſing generation, is agrees 
able to the counſel of God. Prov. xxii. 6, 
But I haſten, 
3. To remind you that precep is another 
means of domeſtic piety ; of this we have 
an inftance before us. Superiore are not 
the way of the Lonp, by ſhewing them its 


ercellency and advantage, but they are alſo 


to command thoſe under their roof to hon- 
pur the name of Jehovah; and if needſul, 
to exert their authority in the uſe of every 
rational method, to prevent them from error, 
ſuperſtition, and all evil company and practice 
whatever, to which they are expoſed or in- 
lined. Some, perhaps in the integrity of their 
heart, under a falſe notion of liberty, by lea- 
ſelves, without any reſtraint, have been the 

3 unhappy 
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unhappy occaſion of their falling into the way 
of human invention, and at length into a gene- 
ral, if not a total omiſſion of public worſhip, 
which is practical atheiſm. There is certainly 
an authority from heaven connected with the 
character of a parent or maſter in his on 
houſe, as there is with that of a ruler in the 
houſe of God; and if either is deſpiſed or 
neglected, it tends to profaneneſs and immo- | 
4. The example of ſuperiors is needful to 
this great and good work. If a maſter of a 
family is not himſelf ſerious, ſpiritual and 
circumſpect; if he does not by his own piety, 
| temperance, and juſtice in the fight of his 
| houſe, ſhew that he is in earneſt, in vain ſhall 
he command thoſe who are under him to be | 
{ religious and moral. 2239 are 


notoriouſly indulgent to pride, wrath, or any 
other exceſs. on every occaſion ? Or ſuppoſe 
a profeſſor in trading life ſhould keep up a 
form of worſhip in his family, but at the 
to his oppreſſion, injuſtice, or cruelty in pur- 

ſuit after gain; can it be thought that this 
man will convince thoſe about him that reli- 


gion is a thing of importance; will he not 
72 


what is ſpiritually good ? And further, 


an 5 


ſuperiors to exhort and engage thoſe of their 
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rather be a ſtumbling block to them, and 
give ſatan an advantage to the hardening their 
hearts, and increaſing their native averſion to 


. I nced only fay, tharthis fear of God in 


may lawfully be diſcharged, purged our 


giousceconomy is commended by David, Pſalm 
ci. ver. 4, 7- A froward heart ball depart from 
me ; be that worketh deceit Hall not dwell in my 


houſe : he that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in 
amy fight. 1 have known a papiſt or a deiſt 
connived at, or detained in the ſervice of one 
who wiſhed to ſee his children and houſehold in 
the way of the Lon p, to the perverſion of 
ſome of the deareſt members of his family ; 
and believe me, Sir, if for carnal conveni- 
ence or worldly profit thou keepeſt in thine 
houſe a ſcoffing, known infidel, thou canſt 


not attain to this noble example. Moreover, 


6. Under the preſent diſpenſation, in which 


believers have the benefit of public in- 


ſtituted worſhip, it ſhould be the concern of 


houſehold 
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houſehold, whom the LoxD has enlightened to 
join themſelves to his church. The end of fa- 
 mily-religion is the manifeſtative glory of God 
in the world, that from the dwellings of J. 
cob the aſſemblies of Zion may be filled: But 


I forbear, that I may introduce two or three | 


uſeful directions or cautions, which I hope will 
be received with patience and candour. And, | 
1. Would you excel in this piggy ? Bir 

early. My addreſs now is to thee; my dear 


character of a maſter. 
I know the conflidt to which a young pro- 


world: He opens houſe, it may be, with 
only himſelf and an ordinary ſervant; now 
fatan is vigilant and ready to take advantage 
of his pride, carnal reaſon, and cowardice! | 
Shall 1 go to prayer this evening with my 
« ſervant alone? Will it not be prudent to 
<« poſtpone this kind of ſervice till I am ſettled 
« with a companion for life, or at leaſt till 
the number of my family is increaſed; it 
<« will then be more decent, convenient and 
<« uſeful?” Thus the novice is beguiled ! 
the enemy obtains, and the youth retires, 
whether with or without ſecret prayer, in the 
omiſſion of that ſocial duty we plead for; 
Alas, he ſtumbles at the threſhold of life; 


Friend, who may perhaps ſoon commence the $ 


 Felior is liable on his firſt ſetting out in the | 


it 
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it is diſpleaſing to the Lonp; he is leſt 
expaſed to a thouſand temptations to continue 
the negle&t of his duty; and it is much 
if ever he ſets up an altar for God in his 
| houſe! O my young Friends, be not ignorant 
| of fatan's devices! ſtand on your guard: If 
once you give place it is hard to recover; and 
conſider ; under ſuch a temptation ; what ex- 
ceiuſe thou wilt have for omitting to call on the 
Lozp in thy family becauſe it conſiſts of no 


e e nnn Ho he am 


expreſly declared, ſaying, If two of you hall 
agree on earth, touching am Hing they ſhall aſk, 
it all be done for them of my Father which is in 
 beaven. And again, For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midſt of them? This gracious affurance is un- 
limited; it is not confined to the temple, but 
may be claimed in every private habitation. 
What Heſs then is thy pretence for neglecting 
ſocial prayer in thy family, becauſe few in 
number than, as it were a contradiction in 
| terms to the promiſe of God? 

2. Purſue it vigorouſly. Be not ſlothful or 
languid in this important buſineſs. Labour 
in your cloſet for a ſpirit of power and prayer, 


and to be poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of the bleſſings 
and wants of your family, that you may not 
E | 


be 


3 


tions wh them. But to haften, 
3. Be cautions of unſuitable connexions in life, 


| x the old ſerpent, ie en a 
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and eſpecially that of a boſom companion. Itis much 


2 and entice to a yokefellow that will 


greatly impede, if not wholly prevent domeſ- | 
tic piety to the end of his days; this however | 


families; make not this or the other, though 


ſtation than thyſelf, the rule of thy conduct 


ing unſettled, does not, under divine permiſſion, 


is certain, that in a thouſand inſtances, the 


4. Beware that you are nat drawn aſide by 
the example of others, who, under a like pro- 
feſñon with yourſelf, make light of this efſen- 
tial branch of religion. It is to be feared that 
there are ſome, in almoſt every community, 
who are ſtrangers to calling on God in tbeir 


of ſuperior gifts, longer ſtanding or higher 


— but rather 


ms a 


man co procraſtinae his duty. on pretenceof be 8 


choice of a companion for life, merely froma | 
natural and worldly motive, and without re- 
' gard to religion, has been the bane of family- 
worſhip. Again, - 


| 


» 
L 


| 


It is 
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5. Let tie economy of your * ſecular af- 


dust their calling t will not admit of this ſet- 


E 2 vice; 
tual improvement might be enjoyed, which are loſt for 
want of inclination ; nevertheleſs, even ſuch appointments 
are tobe attended with caution ; if they are fo/frequeae and 


| late as to interfere [habitually with family-worſhip, they 


will inly prejudice, rather than p ; the dates 
of real religion. An hint I judged the more needful, as 
numbers of ſerious perſons are ſo captivated, to ſay no- 
thing of the negle& of other important duties in life, that 
fy to conceive what leiſure they can have for 


+ This is little better than the common plea of the 


who 2 8 8 | 
= habitually omit public-worſhip in every 


Lor#s-day in diverſion and pleaſure: If you remon- 
ſtrate their impiety, they reply, that being confined by 
their employment all the week, they have no other time for 
recreation, and that God does not require perſons in their 
fottiſh are many in this land of viſion ! Alas! to behold 
our fellow mortals, like brutes going down to the grave 
In their fins ! O that the Almighty, whoſe name they 
deſpiſe, would graciouſly open their eyes and pluck them 
as brands from the fire! But the only difference be- 
tween this wretched mul titude and thoſe who make their 
Pation an excuſe for not calling on God in their houſe, 
in point of argument, is this : that the one pleads his b:- 
fineſs, the other his pl-aſure. But who cannot ſee, that 
on theſe baſe and frivolous pretences divine worſhip might 
foon altegether ceaſe both in the family and at ehurch! 
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vice; no doubt there are ſtations in life which 
are very inconvenient, nevertheleſs, it is rare 
wait on the Lon with their houſe; we are 
confined to no hour or meaſure of time which 
may interfere with other duties incumbent up- 
on us; and in truth, it is found by experience 
os (93 7 OY I eee will and do find | 
neceflary ; nor doth meat and mattins, if pru- 
dently managed, loſe any time; and it may 
alſo be uſeful here to guard againſt a cowardly 
ſpirit : Be not intimidated at the ignorance, or 
even the profaneneſs of any whom providence 
may place about you, or leaſt a ſtranger ſhould 
overtake you unawares on your knees, but be of 
good courage: But if ſtill thou art tempted to 
decline; above all, remember that carnal ex- 
cuſes, through unbelief and love of the world, 


will not ſupport thee in the views of eternity, 


much lefs at the tribunal of Chriſt, if then it 
| ſhould appear, which God forbid, that, through 


| periſh! Finally, 


6. Conſider, that znſeaſenable company and 
pleaſure, however lawful and good in its kind. 
is 2 to cloſet and family · religion. 
I have 


thy negligence, any of thy family ſhould | 
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I have no inclination to cenſure a ſocial and 
hoſpitable ſpirit ; it is highly becoming, and 
when the genuine fruit of brotherly love, an 
ornament to our profeſſion ; but this fellow- 
guarded, may betray them into a ſad neglect 
of the devotion we plead for, to the decay of 
vital godlineſs among them: A caution that 
will not be impertinent with them who reflect 
on the "preſent exceſs of ſenſual indulgence, 
among all ranks of people: How provoking 
this is to the Almighty, and eſpecially under 
our threatning circumſtances, may be learned 
from Iſaiah xxii. 12, 13. Jn that day did the 
LORD of hoſts call to weeping and to mourning, 
and to baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth ; 
aud bebold, joy and gladneſs, flaying oxen and til. 
ling ſheep, and drinking of wine: let us eat and 


drink, for to marrow wwe die. Hark; faith the 


prophet, it was revealed in mine ears by the 
LORD of hoſts : Surely this iniquity ſhall not be 
| purged from you till ye die: ſaith the LORD 
Sad of beſts. God forbid that we ſhould be 
thus abandoned univerſally, and bring down 
ſo terrible a ſentence upon us. Bur, is there 
nothing ſimilar in our conduct, or is there no 
danger of being tainted, in a time of volupti- 
ouſneſs and growing impiety? 


Having 
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houſehold in the way of the Lozp, and the 
means of attaining it, I ſhould proceed to 

ſonie motives ; but your patience has already = 
been tried : I might plead for the fake of the 
fouls of your children and ſervants ; for your 
own fake, who muſt give an account of your 
charge, and for the ſake of Jerufalem, or the 
viſible kingdom of the Redeetrfiet : I might 


further urge you on the hope of ſucceſs, from 


the inſtance before us, for the Lord is no reſ- | 
pecter of perſons; true, he is a ſovereign in the 
to caſt away the cords of a pious education 
to the grief of their affectionate tutors ; Alas 
the condemnation of ſuch rebellious young 
perſons, if they die in their fins ! Nevertheleſs 
it is found that in every place, public religion 
flouriſhes in ſome proportion to domeſtic piety; 
and your labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lorp ; beſides your own character, as the 
children of Abraham, is concerned in this 
zeal, But there is one other argument I am 
forry to be poſſeſſed of, with which I ſhall 
draw to a cloſe ; a reaſon or plea that will be 
_ cogent with the man who is concerned for the 
glory of God and his bleſſing. I mean, the 
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ful, and in all appearance, the general neglect 
of family-worſhip ! It is fad to relate it ; bur 
there needs not a candle to ſearch out this 


evil. There is reaſon to fear, that not a few 
us, who have ſolemnly vowed to the Lon, 
are very remiſs in this eſſential branch of prac- 
tical godlineſs: They are ſo conformed to 
the rich, too many are 0 divided 8 
tomn and country, that at leaſt one part of 
their family are expoſed, even as the children of 
the profane! than which, in my opinion, 
there is no habit more threatning, and deſtruc- 


tive of the riſing generation, or more to be 
lamented ! But men will have their pleaſures. 


If any one is convinced, let him rather repent 
than be offended. But as to the courſe of the 
multitude, it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
any pretence to this piety. What is the lan - 
| guage of thoſe routs and riots, and that va- 
. Tiety of evening entertainments, among the 
noble and the vulgar, from which even the, 
; Lord's-day itſelf is not wholly excepted ;} (for 
| Indeed thatſfacred day is now moſt ſhame- 
fully profaned, with ſcarce any reſtraint) our 
prints report theſe without bluſhing, as though 
|  ingdeli 


40 THE IMPORTANCE OF 
worthy imitation ? What is the language of | 
of ſenſe, fuiced to every rank, and to every 
ſeaſon, all the day long, and the popular taſte 
for company and gaming? Formerly they who 
ſought a country ſeat, enquired; what place of 
worſhip within reach ? but now, alas, the queſ- 
tion is, however far from church; Is it near an 
aſſembly- room for dancing and cards? And it 
is notorious, that ſome of our topping pro- 
feſſors are not aſhamed to frequent theſe aſſem- 
blies ; yea, and by report, here and there 'a | 
' Polite young ſpark in public character, can 
by his preſence, or otherwiſe, countenance ſuch 
genteel and harmleſs diverſions! I would hope 
theſe inſtances are rare ; but this fondneſs for 
 Pleafure fo prevails, that in almoſt every town 
and village in the kingdom, temples of vanity 
are erected, and there is ſcarce a child or a fer- | 
vant but muſt ſometimes be allowed to pay 
his devotion: To theſe may be added the 
general ſcorn of a ſerious and ſpiritual deport- 
ment, and of thoſe evangelical principles, 
which naturally produce an holy converſation : 


Doth theſe things ſpeak in favour of cloſet and 
family-religion among us ? Thus notoriouſly 
8 *0ad, is it any breach of charity. to 

. be 


 FAMILY-RELIGION. 4z 
be jealous that the Lord is ſcarce worſhipped at 
home ? Can we flatter ourſelves that a godly 
diſcipline is maintained in our ſeveral houſe. 
holds ? Or ſhall we ſcruple to ſay, that in this 
reſpect we are a people in general, without God 
in our dwellings ? — But I forbear ; ſurely, on 
a view of this ſad condition, they who love 
awful judgment of the Almighty ſpoken of 
dy his ſervant Jeremiah. chap. x. 23. Paur 


name of Jehovah, but did ſervice to them who were 
nature no gods. dee my chriſtian life, p. 349 * 
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rechiſms, creeds and other means of initiating} 


youth into the way of the Lond, under 4 


rers after truth; 


I ſpeak not to ſuch; bur 


this did hot Abraham: ay 


nature through the fll, wil think nd aft very 


differently. 


I paſſing by « variety f thotghte whith- 


naturally octur on the ſubject, one thing ? 
muſt not omit, narhely; that of all people ir 
becomes us who are perſuaded that our ri- 
fing generation, or natural ' ſeed; as conſi- 
dered in the fleſh, ate not entitled to any 


church ordinance, to be peculiarly diligent 


in the inſtruction of our houſehold, and alſo 


to encourage a public profeſſion in our youth, 
who are parakers of grace, that ot fellow 
apprehend we are miſtaken, may be convinc- 
ed that we are not leſs concerned for the 


can rejoice to ſee the bleſſing of Abraham deſ- 

cend upon them through faith. 
I conclude with my hearty good wiſh of | 
our religious proſperity in the words of Ifaiah, 


falvation of our children and ſervants, but 


. 
. 


* 


FAMILY-RELIGION. &4 
hap. iv. 5, 6. May the LORD create in 
carry dwelling-place in mount Zion ; even every 
family which beloags to his ville intereſt 
of thele families; in ber ſeveral congrega- 

tions, 4 clodd and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining 
of « flaming fire by night. The ſeilfible tokens 

of his peculiar and gracious preſence and 
apes all the glory, may thete be 4 difents, that 
| there may be @ tabernacle for a ſhadow in ihe 
Yager ty ty N 
and for 4 covert front farm and from rain 
Then, Miesel Mad the anger of the Laas 
break forth in war, peſtilence, or any other 
calamity, tlireatetied on a finful nation, we ſhall 
be d, —— vw i 
oe 
| them, and that our holineſs and 2eal for his 


meme, may induce a revival of ys 
tu land! 


þ FINIS. 
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1. T ECTVURES on Primitive Chriſtianity, 
and | as ie appeared in the church at | 
F the Apoſtles ; allo 


is 3 and on the i | 
. — - v4 


